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I N—— Frequently Asked Questions GENERAL SERVICES
Effective September 1, 2026

The Department of General Services Office of State Procurement (OSP) and the Department of
Social and Economic Mobility Office of Small, Minority & Women Business Affairs (0SBA) have
updated the Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and Veteran-Owned Small Business Enterprise
(VSBE) forms to make them more accessible, user-friendly, and efficient to complete.

Updated forms will be available for applicable solicitations posted on or after September 1,
2026.

This FAQ provides answers to common questions about what has changed, when to use the
new forms, and how to complete and submit them.

General

1. When do the new forms take effect?
The updated forms will be available for use beginning September 1, 2026. They should
be used for applicable solicitations posted on or after September 1, 2026.

2. If the solicitation was issued before September 1, 2026, as a vendor, am | able to use
the updated forms?
Yes. For solicitations issued prior to September 1, 2026, vendors and suppliers can
utilize the updated MBE and/or VSBE forms, or utilize the forms contained in the original
solicitation.

3. Where can | find the updated forms?
The updated forms will be available online through State webpages, including the Office
of State Procurement (OSP) and the Office of Small, Minority, and Women Business
Affairs (OSBA).

4. Do the updated forms replace previous versions?
Yes. For applicable solicitations posted on or after September 1, 2026, businesses and
suppliers should use the updated forms. For solicitations posted before September 1,
and for those solicitations that are otherwise ongoing, both previous and September 1
versions of the form will be utilized and accepted.

5. Do I need to do anything before September 1?
No. There is no action required before September 1. Beginning September 1, use the
updated forms for applicable solicitations.

6. What does ADA-compliant mean for me as a supplier?
The updated forms are designed to provide a more accessible experience for businesses
and suppliers, including individuals who use assistive technology.



7. Can | complete the forms electronically?
Yes. The updated forms are fillable PDFs, allowing businesses and suppliers to enter
information electronically.

MBE Forms

8. What changed on the MBE form?
The Attachment D MBE forms have been redesigned to make them easier and more
efficient to complete. Changes include:
a. The D-1A form has been reduced to five pages.
b. Fillable fields allow information to be entered directly into the form.
c. Automatic calculations help reduce manual work and clerical errors.
d. Updated fields capture key subcontractor information and help document MBE
commitments.

9. Why was the MBE form shortened?
The form was streamlined to make it easier to navigate and faster to complete while still
collecting the information needed for the State’s MBE procurement requirements.

10. Do | still need to provide the same information on the MBE form?
The revised form continues to collect the information required for the applicable MBE
procurement process, but the information is presented in a shorter and more
user-friendly format.

11. How do the automatic calculations work?
The MBE form automatically calculates the 60% rule and prime self-performance based
on the information you enter. This reduces the need for manual calculations, helping you
complete the form more efficiently and avoid calculation errors.

VSBE Forms

12. What changed on the VSBE form?
The VSBE forms have been updated to improve the experience for businesses and
suppliers. Key improvements include:
a. Fillable fields that make the forms easier to complete.
b. Improved accessibility.
c. ADA-compliant design.

Form Irreqgularities

13. What happens if | make an error on an MBE or VSBE form?
The Procurement Reform Act of 2025 authorizes procurement officers to allow bidders
and offerors to correct certain deficiencies in MBE and VSBE forms. When a correctable
deficiency is identified, the procurement process provides a way for the bidder or offeror
to address the issue.

14. Does the new form mean my bid or proposal cannot be rejected because of an MBE or
VSBE form error?



15.

No. The updated forms are designed to help businesses provide complete and accurate
information and reduce avoidable errors. In addition, the Procurement Reform Act
provides for correction of certain MBE and VSBE form deficiencies. However, some
deficiencies may not be correctable, depending on the nature of the issue and the
requirements of the solicitation.

Why are the new forms important if the Procurement Reform Act already allows certain
errors to be corrected?

The State is addressing the procurement experience from both sides. The updated
forms make it easier to provide accurate and complete information the first time, while
the Procurement Reform Act provides a process to address certain form deficiencies
when they occur. Together, these changes help reduce unnecessary administrative
barriers and support a fair and competitive procurement process.

Using the Forms

16.

17.

18.

19.

What version of the form should | use?

For applicable solicitations posted on or after September 1, 2026, use the updated MBE
and VSBE forms. Always follow the forms and instructions included with the applicable
solicitation.

What if | have a question about the form as it relates to my solicitation?
Review the solicitation documents first. If you still have questions, contact the
Procurement Officer identified in the solicitation.

Do | need to download special software to complete the forms?
No. The forms are fillable PDFs and do not require special software to complete.

Can | save a partially completed form and return to it later?
Yes. You can save a partially completed form and return to it later to complete and
update the information before submitting it.

Resources

MBE Program Information

VSBE Program Information

Maryland Office of State Procurement

Office of Small, Minority, and Women Business Affairs
Procurement Reform Act of 2025

Questions?

If you have questions about the updated forms, please contact MBE Ombudsman Compliance
Manager, Tracie Bolden, at tracie.bolden@maryland.gov.


https://gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/Pages/mbe-Program.aspx
https://gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/Pages/VSBE-Program.aspx
http://procurement.maryland.gov
https://gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0500?ys=2025RS

