
 

 

Intergovernmental Cooperative Purchasing Agreement 
Procurement Officer Determination 

COMAR 21.05.09.04 
 
Per COMAR 21.05.09.02, as a Primary Procurement Unit, the Department of General Services 
(DGS) Office of State Procurement (OSP) may initially sponsor or participate in, renew, modify, 
or administer an Intergovernmental Cooperative Purchasing Agreement (ICPA) on its own 
behalf or on behalf of another agency when a determination is made under SFP §13-110 and 
COMAR 21.05.09.04. 
 
In accordance with State Procurement Regulations COMAR 21.05.09.04, the DGS OSP 
Procurement Officer, on behalf of the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), has 
determined that it is in the best interest of the State to procure a new contract with Bell 
Techlogix for Adobe Creative Cloud licenses, utilizing the Howard Community College 
Enterprise Term License Agreement for participating members of the Maryland Education 
Enterprise Consortium (MEEC) through the ICPA procurement method. 
 
The MEEC provides its members with contracts to purchase IT hardware, software and 
technology related services at discounted rates.  Membership is open to public and private K-20 
educational institutions, federal institutions, and public libraries in the state of Maryland.   
Adobe products are available from Bell Techlogix under MEEC’s Cumulative Licensing 
Agreement and the MEEC Adobe Systems Enterprise Term License Agreement.  These 
agreements allow its members to purchase Adobe software at discounted rates.   
  
To establish price reasonableness, Bell Techlogix’s cost per license was compared to the cost per 
license offered under GSA contract # 47QSWA18D008F.  This showed that even with the 4% 
discount from list price that GSA offers, MSDE is still receiving the most advantageous pricing 
under MEEC’s Adobe Systems Enterprise Term License Agreement. 
  
Since Bell Techlogix’s prices were obtained through a competitive procurement conducted by 
MEEC, and the DGS OSP Procurement Officer has determined the price reasonableness of the 
contract rates, the reduction in administrative burdens on the State by not having to conduct a 
stand-alone competitive procurement is realized by this ICPA procurement.  Additionally, this 
ICPA procurement will reduce the length of time for delivery of the solution to further reduce 
the administrative burden and will ensure transparency to the citizens of Maryland.  The use of 
the ICPA method is not intended to evade the purposes set forth under COMAR 21.01.01.03 or 
State Finance and Procurement (SFP) § 13-110. 
 
 
 



Based upon the analysis and market research conducted noted above for Adobe Creative Cloud 
licenses, I have determined that it is in the best interest of the State to participate in this 
intergovernmental cooperative purchasing agreement, that doing so will provide cost benefits to 
the State, promote administrative efficiencies, or promote intergovernmental cooperation, and is 
not intended as a means to evade the purposes set forth under COMAR 21.01.01.03. 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Amanda Longacre, Procurement Officer, DGS OSP / Date 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Linda Dangerfield, Deputy Chief Procurement Officer, DGS OSP / Date 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Atif Chaudhry, Secretary, DGS / Date 
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